228                           THE FIRM OF WILLIAM

would refer It to the Minister's recollection of services
(frequently of a confidential nature) in which I had been
employed, to the zeal with which he knew I had always
served his interests, and, in one important matter (a
detail of which I annex in a postscript) to the benefit
which I had been fortunately instrumental in securing
for his Highnesses government; to the kindness which
naturally grew out of our respective positions, and which
certainly was not impaired by the formation of a house
of business, which, whatever others may have thought,
the Minister considered and mentioned as having afforded
him valuable assistance in the carrying on of his govern-
ment at a somewhat critical period,

19.  If these opinions were  ever entertained by the
Minister (and I have ample proof that they were, in the
very nature of the services I rendered l^im), nothing could
be more natural, especially to a man like Eaja Chundoo
Lall, than that he should have provided for my main-
tenance.

20.  I would fain hope, if my affairs could be dispas-
sionately discussed, that the nature and manner of the
grant of these allowances could lead to no other result
than an admission that the Minister, as far as Ms own
feelings were concerned, was only doing an. act of liberal
justice towards me.    The Eaja himself, and I .presume
most other people, would have considered that, to allow
me in the decline of life to struggle with destitution and
poverty, would have been to act in a manner consistent
neither with generosity nor with good faith.

21.  It is deeply painful to me to be obliged to trumpet
forth my own services: it was so even formerly, but it is
doubly so now that the lapse of years has removed almost
all those companions of my military and political services,